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ABrREATHOF FRESH AIR

Having grown up in the Midwest, | was able to experience all the
seasons at their stereotypical best—snowy winters (sledding, cozy
fireplaces, hot cocoa), steamy summers (swimming at the lake,
tank tops, sunlight until 8:00 P.M.) ... you get my drift. Conse-
guently, I've always had a hard time naming my favorite season.
Last April, however, when my friend Julie and | met after work for
our first road-bike ride of the season, | remember breathing in the
fresh spring air while taking in the budding mountain scenery as it
buzzed by and thinking to myself, There’s nothing better than this!

Looking through the jewelry in this issue, the same thought comes to
mind. Perhaps it's because I'm a sucker for pale blues and greens (my Pisces
water-sign influence?)—colors that pervade this pretty, soft-hued issue.
More likely it's because every necklace, bracelet, and pair of earrings
featured in this magazine is fresh, new, and exciting. Take one of the cover
projects, for instance: Jess Italia-Lincoln’s Dragonfly Transformation
necklace. | am usually (gasp!) not a fan of donut beads; however, the way
Jess wrapped a brass dragonfly pendant around a transparent aqua donut
makes for an unforgettable focal piece—simple, yet fetching!

If you haven't heard the buzz, bee beads and findings are more popular
than ever, and in our Beads to Buy department, we bring you a shiny swarm
of them to choose from. And, as usual, we have over fifty bracelets and pairs
of earrings for you to drool over (really—they are that cool!).

Whether spring is your favorite season or not, | hope you agree that the
projects we showcase in this issue are some of the best yet. | think this is
going to be a great year! (To help make it so, see the box below.)

Happy stringing,
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SEE US AT THESE SHOWS:
The Milwaukee Bead Show e Milwaukee, W1 Feb. 24, 2008

The Whole Bead Show e New York, NY March 28-30, 2008

orders@knotjustbeads.com
WAUWATOSA, WI 53213

(414) 771-8360
515 GLENVIEW AVE.
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